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Fishway  for  Masonry  Dams. 
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Conservation  Commission 
aibans,  m.  10. 

The  steady  decrease  of  fiish  above  dams  has  caused  special  study 
to  he  made  of  means  whereby  fish  can  easily  ascend  and  descend 
dams  and  obstructions  in  streams  according  to  their  natural  habits 
in  search  of  spawning  grounds  and  of  food. 

The  fishway  recommended  by  the  blew  York  State  Conservation 
Commission  is  the  Improved  Cail  Fishway.  The  illustrations 
show  such  a  fishway  adapted  to  a  wooden  crib  and  to  a  masonry 
dam,  the  latter  for  the  Shenandoah  River,  Va.,  designed  by  H. 
von  Bayer  of  the  National  Bureau  of  Fisheries. 

This  fishway  consists  of  a  number  of  compartments  arranged 
in  steps  and  separated  by  cross-partitions.  The  cross-partitions 
are  furnished  with  orifices,  alternating  from  side  to  side,  through 
which  the  fish  may  pass  from  compartment  to  compartment,  or, 
they  may  leap  over  the  cross-partitions,  according  to  their  habits. 

DIRECTIONS. 

Plans  and  elevations  for  fishways  should  be  first  submitted  to 
the  State  Conservation  Commission,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  for  approval. 

The  outlet  should  be  below  low-water  level  and  so  located  as  to 
have  an  unobstructed  discharge  of  water  in  order  to  attract  the 
fish  when  ascending  the  stream. 

The  intake,  or  upstream  end,  of  fishway  shall  be  one  foot  lower 
than  the  crest  of  dam. 

Slope  of  fishway  shall  be  one  (1)  vertical  to  four  (4)  horizontal. 

The  floor  of  the  compartments  shall  be  laid  inclined  and  the 
cross-partitions  built  somewhat  obliquely  across  the  fishway,  so 
that  the  current  of  water  passing  through  the  compartments  can 
more  readily  clear  the  same  of  sand,  gravel,  mud  and  rubbish. 
The  compartments  shall  be  six  feet  long  on  centers  and  four  feet 
wide  in  clear. 

The  uppermost  cross-partition  should  have  its  crest  at  high 
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water  level.  The  middle  height  of  the  other  cross-partitions  should 
be  four  feet  six  inches.  The  second  cross-partition  from  the  top 
shall  be  six  inches  above  the  crest  of  the  dam;  each  of  the  lower 
cross-partitions  shall  be  one  foot’  six  inches  lower  than  the  one 
above. 

The  aperture  in  the  lowest  cross-partition  shall  be  twelve  inches 
by  twelve  inches,  the  uppermost  cross-partition  shall  have  an 
aperture  of  eighteen  inches  by  eighteen  inches,  and  proportionately 
with  those  in  between. 

The  fishway  should  be  built  very  strong  and  well  protected 
against  destructive  effects  of  freshets,  drift  ice,  etc.,  by  six  steel 
rails  rested  on  six-inch  steel  I-beams  every  six  feet. 

There  should  be  plenty  of  light  admitted  in  the  fishway,  and  its 
construction  should  be  such  as  to  be  readily  inspected  and  cleaned 
of  any  debris  lodging  therein. 

There  should  be  no  regulating  gates  or  other  device  at  the  intake 
which  necessitates  the  services  of  an  attendant. 

The  fishway  may  be  constructed  of  wood,  masonry,  concrete  or 
iron ;  it  may  follow  a  straight  line  or  be  built  in  angles  and  curves 
as  the  local  conditions  may  require. 

In  1906  Congress  passed  the  following  laws  for  the  Construction 
of  Dams  and  Fishways  for  navigable  rivers  : 

“  Section  1.  That  when,  hereafter,  authority  is  granted  by  Congress  to  any 
persons  to  construct  and  maintain  a  dam  for  water  power  or  other  purposes 
across  any  of  the  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States,  such  dam  shall  not 
be  built  or  commenced  until  the  plans  and  specifications  for  its  construction, 
together  with  such  drawings  of  the  proposed  construction  and  such  map 
of  the  proposed  location  as  may  be  required  for  a  full  understanding  of  the 
subject,  have  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  their  approval.  *  *  *  Provided,  That  in  approving  said  plans  and 

location  such  conditions  and  stipulations  may  be  imposed  as  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  and  the  Secretary  of  War  may  deem  necessary  to  protect  the  present 
and  future  interests  of  the  United  States,  which  may  include  the  condition 
that  such  persons  shall  construct,  maintain,  and  operate  without  expense 
to  the  United  States,  in  connection  with  said  dam  and  appurtenant  works, 
a  lock  or  locks,  booms,  sluices,  or  any  other  structures.  *  *  *. 

§  3.  That  the  person,  company,  or  corporation  building,  maintaining, 
or  operating  any  dam  and  appurtenant  works,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  be  liable  for  any  damage  that  may  be  inflicted  thereby  upon  private 
property,  either  by  overflow  or  otherwise.  The  persons  owning  or  operating 
any  such  dam  shall  maintain,  at  their  own  expense,  such  lights  and  other 
signals  thereon  and  such  fishways  as  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  and  Labor 
shall  prescribe. 
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§  4.  That  all  rights  acquired  under  this  act  shall  cease  and  be  de¬ 
termined  if  the  person,  company,  or  corporation  acquiring  such  rights  shall 
at  any  time  fail  to  comply  with  any  of  the  provisions  and  requirements  of 
the  act,  or  with  any  of  the  stipulations  and  conditions  that  may  be  pre¬ 
scribed  as  aforesaid  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  and  the  Secretary  of  War. 

§  5.  That  any  persons  who  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  comply  with  lawful  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Chief  of  Engineers,  made  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  violation  of  this  act,  and 
any  persons  who  shall  be  guilty  of  a  violation  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars.  *  * 

In  1911  the  Yew  York  State  Legislature  passed  the  Conser¬ 
vation  Law  in  which  the  following  refers  to  Dams : 

§  22.  Dams  and  other  structures  in  streams;  penalties.  No  structure 
within  the  natural  and  ordinary  high  water  mark  of  any  stream,  outside  of 
the  canal  system,  shall  be  made  by  any  public  authority  or  by  aiiy  private 
person  or  corporation  without  notice  to  the  conservation  commission,  and  in 
no  case  without  complying  with  such  conditions  as  it  may  prescribe  for  pre¬ 
serving  the  channel  and  for  safeguarding  the  public  against  danger  from  the 
waters  impounded  by  such  structures,  and  this  prohibition  shall  apply  to 
any  renewal  of  existing  structures.  No  such  approval  by  the  commission  shall 
impair  or  affect  any  property  rights,  otherwise  existing,  which  might  be 
invaded  by  the  construction  or  maintenance  of  such  dam.  The  commission 
shall  have  power,  whenever  in  its  judgment  public  safety  shall  so  require, 
and  after  a  hearing  either  on  its  own  motion  or  upon  complaint,  to  make 
end  serve  an  order  directing  any  person,  corporation,  officer  or  board,  con¬ 
structing,  maintaining  or  using  any  dam  in  any  of  the  waters  of  this  state, 
outside  the  canal  system,  to  remove  or  repair  the  same  within  sucli  reason¬ 
able  time  and  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  specified  in  such  order,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  every  such  person,  corporation  and  officer  or  board  to  obey, 
observe  and  comply  with  such  order  and  with  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the 
commission  for  preserving  the  channels  of  streams  and  for  safeguarding  the 
public  against  danger  from  waters  impounded  by  structures  hereinbefore  re¬ 
ferred  to,  and  every  person,  corporation,  officer  or  board  failing,  omitting 
or  neglecting  so  to  do,  or  who  hereafter  constructs  or  reconstructs  any  dam 
in  any  of  the  waters  aforesaid  without  submitting  to  said  commission  and 
obtaining  its  approval  of  plans  for  such  structures  or  who  hereafter  fails  to 
remove,  construct  or  fails  to  reconstruct  the  same  in  accordance  with  the 
plans  so  approved  shall  forfeit  to  the  people  of  this  state  not  to  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars  for  each  and  every  offense  ;  every  violation  of  any  such  order 
or  direction  or  requirement  shall  be  a  separate  and  distinct  offense,  and, 
in  case  of  a  continuing  violation,  every  day’s  continuance  thereof  shall  be  and 
be  deemed  to  be  a  separate  and  distinct  offense.  This  section  shall  not  apply 
if  the  dam  is  located  on  private  property  outside  of  any  city  or  village  and  >s 
not  over  ten  feet  in  height  at  any  point  above  the  stream  bed  and  is  located 
where  the  average  high  water  flow  of  the  stream  does  not  exceed  three  hun¬ 
dred  cubic  feet  per  second;  but  in  any  prosecution  under  this  section  the 
burden  of  establishing  such  facts  shall  rest  upon  the  defense.” 
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And  the  Forest,  Fish  and  Game  Laws,  as  amended  by  the  ~Ne w 


fork  State  Legislature  in  1911,  read: 

§  161.  Notice  of  construction  of  dam. —  Before  the  construction  of  a  dam 
s  commenced  on  any  stream  more  than  six  miles  long  inhabited  by  fish  pro- 
ected  by  this  chapter,  the  plan  thereof  and  a  statement  of  the  name,  length 
nd  location  of  the  stream  shall  be  given  to  the  commissioner  by  the  person, 
r  if  public  authority,  by  the  official  directing  or  permitting  the  work. 

§  162.  Fishways  ordered. —  The  commissioner  may  by  an  order  entered  in 
iis  minutes  and  served  by  copy  on  any  person  or  official  direct  the  construc- 
ion  of  fishways  in  proper  form  in  any  dam,  or  if  there  be  fishways,  such 
hanges  therein  as  will  make  them  efficient.  Any  person  or  official  receiving 
uch  an  order  may  on  notice  to  the  commissioner,  apply  to  be  relieved  there- 
rom  to  the  supreme  court,  which  shall  have  power  to  affirm,  reverse  or 
nodify  the  same  as  justice  requires. 

§  163.  Fishways  in  Saint  Lawrence  and  Franklin  counties. —  No  person 
hall  maintain  on  a  river  in  Saint  Lawrence  or  Franklin  counties,  except  the 
fswegatchie  above  the  natural  dam  at  Gouverneur,  a  dam  without  a  slide, 
ipron,  Watergate  or  other  passage  sufficient  to  permit  the  passage  of  such 
Ish  as  enter  the  mouth  of  the  river  on  which  the  dam  is  located.  And  no 
)uch  slide,  apron,  wTaste^gate  or  other  passage  shall  be  closed  or  obstructed 


ifter  the  ice  goes  out  in  the  spring,  and  before  June  first,  except  so  far  as 


to  supply  water  to  mills  dependent  on  such  dam.  A  person  who 
uolates  any  provision  of  this  section  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  five  dollars  for 


ivery  day  such  violation  continues. 

§  166.  Penalties. —  In  case  of  the  failure,  refusal  or  neglect  of  any  person 


nvning  or  maintaining  a  dam,  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  commissioner 
o  build,  repair  or  change  any  fishway,  or  if  reviewed  by  the  court,  the  final 
order  relating  thereto,  the  commissioner  may  build,  repair  or  change  the  same 
n  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  order,  and  in  the  name  of  the  people, 


•eeover  of  such  person  the  expenses  of  such  construction,  repairs  or  changes, 
md  the  same  shall  be  a  lien  on  the  premises  upon  which  the  dam  is  located. 


Such  person  shall  also  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars  a  day  for  each 
lay  such  dam  shall  be  used  or  maintained  in  violation  of  the  order,  which  may 
be  recovered  in  the  same  or  a  separate  action. 
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TO  THE  PUBLIC. 


The  Conservation  Commission  was  established  hv  an  act  of  the 

1/ 

Legislature  of  1911.  It  has  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  former 
Forest,  Fish  and  Game  Commission,  Water  Supply  Commission, 
Commissioners  of  Water  Power  on  the  Black  River  and  the  Forest 
Purchasing  Board,  together  with  added  powers  and  duties  in 
respect  to  drainage  and  the  disposition  and  utilization  of  surplus 
waters  and  power  therefrom. 

The  act  creates  three  (3)  divisions,  viz. : 

Lands  and  Forests. 

Fish  and  Game. 

Inland  Waters. 

DIVISION  OF  LANDS  AND  FORESTS. 

This  division  has  the  care  and  protection  of  the  State  lands  in 
the  Adirondack  and  Catskill  forest  preserves,  aggregating  one 
million  six  hundred  thousand  (1,600,000)  acres;  and  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  approximately  six  million  (6,000,000')  acres  of  forest  land 
and  property  from  fires. 

A  paid  fire  patrol  force  is  maintained,  together  with  a  telephone 
system,  and  observers  on  thirty  (30)  mountain  stations,  so  located 
as  to  give  a  clear  view  of  the  great  forest  territory  and  observe 
any  fires. 

e/ 

The  Commission  has  authority  to  purchase  additional  lands  for 
forest  preserve  purposes. 

An  inspection  of  locomotives  and  the  rights  of  way  of  railroads 
in  the  forest  preserve  is  maintained  in  order  to  reduce  the  danger 
of  fires. 

Six  (6)  large  nurseries  located  at  Lake  Clear  Junction,  Saranac 
Inn,  Salamanca  and  Saratoga  are  maintained,  where  trees  are 
grown  from  seed  for  the  purpose  of  planting  State  land  and  for 
i  sale  to  private  land  owners  for  reforesting  purposes.  These 
nurseries  contain,  at  the  present  time,  over  fifteen  million 
(15,000,000)  trees  as  follows: 


White  pine  transplants . 3.712,000 

Scotch  pine  transplants .  1,593.000 

Austrian  pine  transplants .  158,000 

Red  pine  transplants .  83,500 
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Norway  spruce  transplants .  141,000 

European  larch  transplants .  57,000 

White  pine  seedlings .  3,646,000 

Scotch  pine  seedlings . 1,070,000 

Norway  spruce  seedlings .  528,000 

European  larch  seedlings .  25,000 

Locust  seedlings .  70,000 

Basswood  seedlings . .  . . * . . .  2,000 


11,058,500 

Other  younger  trees .  4,690,000 


15,775,500 


There  are  employed  expert  foresters  who  are  qualified  to  give 
'competent  advice  to  private  land  owners  in  regard  to  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  their  forest  properties,  improvement  of  the  growth  thereon 
and  the  growing  of  wood  crops. 

The  division  also  issues  pamphlets  giving  general  information 
in  regard  to  various  matters  of  public  interest  and  instruction. 

DIVISION  OF  FISH  AND  GAME. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  ninety-five  State  game  protectors 
who  have  full  authority  to  prosecute  all  misdemeanors  of  the  game 
law.  The  protective  force  of  the  State  is  divided  into  ten  divisions, 
each  presided  over  by  *a  division  chief,  who  has  charge  of  the  field 
work  of  the  protectors.  The  protectors  in  each  division  are  re¬ 
quired  to  report  weekly  to  their  division  chief,  giving  a  detailed 
daily  report  of  all  their  work  pertaining  to  the  protection  of  the 
game  of  the  State.  The  division  chiefs  are  required  to  meet  with 
the  chief  protector  at  Albany  monthly,  and  give  a  full  and  detailed 
report  of  any  matters  in  relation  to  game  protection  that  have  been 
brought  to  their  notice  by  the  protectors  in  their  divisions.  The 
division  chiefs  are  given  absolute  control  of  the  men  over  whom 
they  have  supervision,  and  are  held  responsible  by  the  chief  pro¬ 
tector  for  the  work  of  protecting  the  game  of  the  State.  As  the 
chief  protector  has  full  charge  of  the  ninety-five  protectors  in  the 
State,  he  in  turn  is  held  responsible  by  the  Conservation  Commis¬ 
sioners  for  the  work  done  by  the  protectors. 

The  organization  of  the  division  system,  presided  over  by  a 
division  chief,  was  found  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  fifty  per  cent.,  and  the  records  of  the  department  show  that 
the  game  laws  of  the  State  are  more  effectively  enforced  than 
ever  before.  The  records  further  go  to  show  that  by  the  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  game  laws  under  the  direction  of  the  Com¬ 
missioners,  the  game  of  the  State  is  gradually  on  the  increase. 


— 
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Scotch  Pine  Plantation  Six  Years  after  Planting.  Soil  Very  Light  Sand. 
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Trout-rearing  Races  at  the  Adirondack  Hatchery. 
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The  State  game  farm  at  Sherburne,  X.  Y.,  is  proving  a  marked 
success.  This  year  there  will  be  sent  out  from  the  game  farm  to 
the  people  of  the  State  of  Hew  York,  gratis,  2,500  pheasants  and 
13,000  eggs.  The  birds  and  eggs  are  sent  after  proper  applica¬ 
tion  has  been  made  on  blanks  furnished  by  the  department,  upon 
request  from  any  citizen  of  the  State.  In  shipping  the  birds  they 
are  carefully  crated  and  sent  to  the  applicant  with  full  instruc¬ 
tions  how  to  liberate  the  pheasants  so  that  they  will  continue  to 
inhabit  the  cover  that  they  were  intended  for.  Before  shipment 
the  person  whose  application  is  being  filled  is  notified  by  wire  to 
expect  the  birds  upon  a  certain  date.  This  is  done  so  that  there 
will  he  no  delay  and  the  birds  will  be  met  and  liberated  at  once. 


Fish  Propagation  and  Distribution. 

The  propagation  and  distribution  of  fish  is  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  Dr.  Tarleton  H.  Bean,  State  Fish  Culturist.  Dr. 
Bean’s  intimate  knowledge  of  this  work  is  well  known  to  fisher¬ 
men  and  other  citizens  alike.  He  is  in  charge,  under  the  Com¬ 
mission,  of  nine  hatcheries.  The  names,  locations  and  foremen 
of  these  establishments  follow : 

Adirondack.  .  .  .  Upper  Saranac,  X.  Y .  Milo  F.  Otis,  Foreman. 

Caledonia .  Mumford,  X.  Y .  Frank  Redband,  Foreman. 

Cold  Spring....  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  X.  Y..  Charles  H.  Walters,  Foreman. 

Delaware .  Margaretville,  X.  Y .  H.  E.  Annin,  Foreman. 

Fulton  Chain..  Old  Forge,  X.  Y .  William  H.  Burke,  Foreman. 

Linlithgo .  Linlithgo,  X.  Y .  Wallace  H.  Rhines,  Foreman. 

Oneida .  Constantia  .  Geo.  F.  Scriba,  Foreman. 

Pleasant  Valley.  Bath .  Henry  Davidson,  Foreman. 

Chautauqua..,.  Bemus  Point .  Grant  E.  Winchester,  Foreman. 


The  Commission,  in  the  season  of  1910,  distributed  537,295,975 
fish,  representing  a  value  of  $156,760.79.  This  distribution  in¬ 
cluded  the  following  species : 


Land  Locked  Salmon. 
Brock  Trout 
Brown  Trout. 

Black  Spotted  Trout. 
Rainbow  Trout. 

Lake  Trout. 

Shad. 

River  Herring. 
Whitefish. 


Frostfish. 

Lake  Herring. 
Tullibee. 
Smelt. 
Maskalonge. 
Pike  Perch. 
Blue  Pike. 
Yellow  Perch. 
White  Perch. 


Black  Bass  (Small  Mouth). 
Calico  Bass. 

Rock  Bass. 

Sea  Bass. 

Cod. 

Tom  Cod. 

Flatfish. 

Lobster. 

Blue  Crab. 


It  should  not  be  inferred  that  the  duty  of  fish  propagation  and 
distribution  covers  the  whole  scope  of  the  work  of  the  fish  cultural 
bureau  of  the  Commission.  Examination  of  public  waters, 
elimination  and  substitution  of  species,  diseases  of  fish,  whether 
from  parasitic,  natural  or  polluted  water  causes,  and  .the  remedy, 
receive  immediate  attention  and  the  best  scientific  skill. 
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For  the  information  of  those  who  receive  fish  from  the  State 
hatcheries,  it  may  not  be  amiss,  in  this  connection,  to  call  attention 
to  a  small  pamphlet  issued  by  the  Commission :  “  Instructions 

for  Transporting  and  Planting  Young  Fish/’  which  may  be  had 
at  any  time  on  application. 

The  Commission  furnishes  fish  for  public  waters  only.  Appli¬ 
cation  blanks  for  most  of  the  species  can  he  obtained  on  request  to 
the  office.  All  applications  for  trout  must  he  made  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  February.  The  questions  asked  on  the  blanks  should 
in  all  cases  be  answered,  in  order  to  insure  satisfactory  results. 

Brook  trout,  brown  trout  and  lake  trout  fry  are  sent  out  in 
March  and  April.  Fingerlings  of  these  trout  are  furnished  from 
May  to  July,  depending  upon  the  location  of  the  hatcheries.  Bain- 
how  trout  spawn  as  late  as  April  in  the  Adirondaeks,  hence  fry 
and  fingerlings  of  that  fish  are  shipped  much  later  than  the  others 
from  certain  hatching  stations. 

It  is  a  waste  of  time  to  send  a  lot  of  applications'  for  the  same 
stream  or  lake.  The  Commission  cannot  undertake  to  furnish 
more  than  500  fingerlings  or  2,000  fry  per  mile  of  stream. 

Yellow  perch  fry  are  furnished  in  April  or  May;  hut  the  supply 
so  far  is  very  limited.  Fingerling  perch  are  shipped  in  October 
or  November. 

Fresh  Avater  shrimp  can  he  easily  reared,  and  will  reproduce  in 
an  ordinary  aquarium  in  running  water  containing  plenty  of  water 
plants  for  the  food  of  the  shrimp.  This  is  one  of  the  best  known 
natural  foods  for  trout.  The  supply  at  the  Caledonia  station  is 
so  small  that  it  is  not  possible  to  fill  applications  for  other  waters 
from  that  hatchery.  The  shrimp  are  very  common  in  many  spring 
streams  of  the  State,  and  especially  wherever  watercress  grows. 

DIVISION  OF  INLAND  WATERS. 

By  the  division  of  inland  waters  are  administered  the  powers 
of  the  former  Water  Supply  Commission,  which  include  the  im¬ 
provement  of  rivers  for  the  sake  of  public  health  and  safety,  and 
control  over  private  water  companies  furnishing  potable  water. 

In  addition,  the  Conservation  Commission,  through  this  divis¬ 
ion,  has  been  given  broad  powers  to  continue  investigations  of  the 
hydraulic  resources  of  the  State  and  to  plan  for  the  development 
of  all  water  resources,  the  drainage  of  land  and  disposition  of 
sewage.  This  work  is  to  he  so  carried  on  that  all  developments  in 
each  watershed  will  he  so  planned  as  to  produce  the  best  possible 


Raquette  River  —  Piercefield  Dam. 
High  water  wasting,  June  5,  1908. 


Raquette  River  —  Piercefield  Dam. 

Low  water  conditions  October  14,  1908.  Paper  mill  shut  down  in  consequence. 
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results;  to  provide  for  developments  for  one  purpose  without  in¬ 
terfering  with  other  uses  which  may  later  become  necessary,  and 
to  realize  the  best  ultimate  results  with  the  most  economical  ex¬ 
penditures. 

This  division  also  will  have  charge  of  granting  privileges  for 
the  use  of  the  surplus  waters  of  the  canal  system  so  that  this  power 
may  he  utilized  in  our  industries,  and  the  State,  at  the  same  time, 
receive  a  fair  return  from  those  who  are  permitted  to  exercise 
these  privileges. 

The  total  amount  of  this  power  is  estimated  at  79,000  horse¬ 
power.  As  it  is  located  in  close  proximity  to  our  centers  of  popu¬ 
lation  and  industrial  activity,  its  value  to  the  State  as  a  means 
of  revenue  and  its  importance  to  the  towns  in  which  it  is  located 
in  attracting  manufacturing  industries  to  the  location,  will  he  at 
once  clear.  On  the  proper  solution  of  the  problems  connected  with 
this  feature  of  the  law  depend  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
several  important  industrial  communities  of  the  State. 

It  is  expected  that  at  its  next  session  the  Legislature  will  bestow 
full  power  upon  the  Conservation  Commission  to  proceed  with 
projects  for  the  storing  of  the  flood  waters  in  our  principal  water¬ 
sheds,  so  that  the  wasting  floods  of  springtime  may  he  made  to  keep 
our  factories  going  throughout  the  year. 

The  new  law  provides,  by  way  of  protection  and  greater  safety, 
that  all  constructions  within  streams  shall  hereafter  be  made  upon 
plans  which  have  been  first  approved  by  the  Conservation  Com¬ 
mission.  The  State  in  this  way  has  entered  upon  a  long  neglected 
supervision  over  the  use  of  all  the  larger  streams  of  the  State. 

A  very  important  feature  of  the  Conservation  Act  is  the  section 
relating  to  drainage.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  in  the  State 
150,000  acres  of  swamp  lands  that  can  be  drained.  Every  farmer 
knows  the  great  value  of  such  land  when  drained.  Various  at¬ 
tempts  at  legislation  looking  to  such  drainage  have  been  made  in 
the  past  fifty  years,  .hut  the  laws  have  been  declared  unconstitu¬ 
tional  in  some  cases  and  in  all  cases  the  method  of  administration 
has  been  cumbersome  and  inadequate,  and  there  has  resulted  great 
loss  of  time,  effort  and  money  in  consequence.  The  new  law  is 
very  broad  and  its  administration  by  a  State  agency  accustomed 
to  handling  large  problems  is  expected  to  result  in  workableness 
and  great  good  to  the  State  at  large  and  the  owners  of  such  lands. 

The  Commission  appreciates  keenly  the  magnitude  and  im¬ 
portance  of  its  powers  and  duties  with  respect  to  inland  waters. 
It  perceives  that  on  the  purity  of  those  waters  depend  the  lives 
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and  health  of  ther  people,  and  on  the  proper  utilization  of  the  water 
their  happiness  and  prosperity.  The  industrial  expansion  of  the 
State  is  inextricably  hound  up  with  the  development  and  utiliza¬ 
tion  of  her  water  powers.  The  Creator  endowed  New  York  most 
richly  in  industrial  possibilities,  hut  left  to  us  their  conversion 
into  actual  instruments  of  production.  New  York  may  easily 
become  the  manufacturing  center  of  the  country  if  her  citizens  will 
utilize  the  natural  advantages  by  which  they  are  surrounded. 

GENERAL. 

The  successful  enforcement  of  the  laws,  providing  penalties 
for  the  violation  of  the  Fire  Law  and  the  Fish  and  Game  Law, 
depends  upon  the  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  people  throughout 
the  State  at  large  to  co-operate  with  the  Conservation  Commission. 
To  make  this  co-operation  effective,  there  must  exist  a  sentiment 
among  the  people  of  the  State  that  the  laws,  which  have  been 
made  through  their  representatives,  shall  be  enforced  through  local 
courts,  in  which  these  prosecutions  must  he  brought. 

Our  exhibit  at  the  State  fair  this  year  includes  various  kinds  of 
live  fish,  beautiful  colored  transparencies  of  forest  scenes  and  views 
illustrating  the  work  of  the  Commission;  also  mounted  animals, 
all  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  State  Institution  Building.  A 
number  of  live  pheasants  will  be  found  in  a  pen  in  the  court  of 
the  State  Institution  Building.  A  forest  plantation  and  exhibit  of 
young  trees  illustrating  reforesting  will  be  found  between  the 
green-house  and  race  track  stables. 

The  Commission  maintains  a  classified  mailing  list  and  will 
be  glad  to  receive  names  and  address  of  parties,  stating  the  par¬ 
ticular  subject  in  which  they  are  interested.  If  you  are  a  land 
owner  and  have  any  unused  land,  do  not  fail  to  give  us  your  name 
and  address  in  order  that  we  may  send  you  our  bulletin  on  reforesting. 
The  attendant  will  be  glad  to  take  addresses  or  they  may  be  sent 
to  the  Albany  office. 

This  Commission  was  organized  and  will  be  conducted  for  the 
benefit  of  the  citizens  of  the  State.  If  at  any  time  the  Commis¬ 
sion  or  any  of  its  employees  can  be  of  assistance  to  any  citizen 
of  the  State,  it  will  be  glad  to  be  advised  of  the  fact. 

Respectfully  yours, 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION. 


